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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER:
| SUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN RAILWAY.

During the summer we gave some account of the
i the shortening the time of passage be-
nween New ¥ork and London,” and of the great
Railway Convention held at Poriland, July 31, and
succeeding days, in aid of the scheme. W’e are
' now furnished with a copy of the proceedings of
that Convention in a pamphlet of some 180 pages,
with a map showing the relative distances between
New York and London by the commaply sailed
route and by the one proposed by the plan before
us, which contemplates the shortest sea voyage
Jfrom the easternmost point in Nova Scotia to the
\west coast of Ireland, a distance of 2,000 mlles.
| By this plan it is proposed to reduce the time of
| | passage from New York to London to siz days.
| " The pamphlet before us is got up in a most ere-
'ditable style, and gives—
| 1st, The plan as originally presented to the
| Legislature of Maine.
2d. The proceedings of the execulive committee
| of management.
| 8d. The doinge of the Railway Convention.
4th. The charter for the ¢ European and North
| American Railway,” granted by the Legislature of
| | Maine,

The Convention at Portland was, we understand,
' one of the mosi interesting spectacles ever present-
ed in this or any other country. Delegates were
resent from Nova Scotis, New Brunswick, New-
' foundland, and Canada, and from the Northern
States of the Union. 'The speeches on the ocea-
sion were characterized by the most enlarged and
liberal sentiments; mdund bufom rn{hdbti;n, ele-
ce of composition, and beauty of illustration, are
ﬁ:?d to have rarely been . It wasa gen-
_ erous outpouring of fraternal féeling and of enlarged
~ philanthropy. All parties seemed 0 be carried
away by a conscious pride that the old English fa-
mily of colonists, after seventy-five years separation,
had met to renew the vows of fraternal fellowship
forever',

Speéches were made by the leading officials of
the Provinces, such as Messrs. UNiackr, Attorney
General of Nova Scotia; WiLmor, Attorney General,
and Wrieny; Solicitor General, of New Brunswick.

Among' the speeches, those of J. H. Grav,’a
member of the Parliament of New Brunswick for
the city of St. John, and of Gen. DearBoRN, of
Massachuseits, are said to have been particularly
admired.

This movement seems to have attracted great in-
terest throughout the British Empire, and the com-
pletion of lfe railway line from Dublin to Galway,
in 1851, will lead to important changes in the present
plans of steam navigation between the two continents.

The distance from New York to Halifax, by
railway, will be nide hundred miles, as follows :

From New York to Portland............ 350 miles,
. Portland to Waterville.. ... csenseas 8%
Already built. . «cam cvoevns . 402
Waterville to Bangor.............. B0
Baogor to 8t. Jobn, N. B...........160
St. Jobn to Nova Seotia line. . ... ...134

Line of New Brunswick to Halifax. . ..124

...... vesenseneeesss 900 miles.

It requires four hundred and sixty-eight milés of
road to be built. Of this distance, from Waterville
to Bangor is saon to be put under contract, making
four hundred ‘and eighty-two miles finished, and re-
quiring four hundred and eighteen milee more to be

" built in'addition. Of this portion, ninety miles are
in the State of Maine, two hundred and fourteen
miles in New Bronswick, and one hundred and
twenty-four miiles in Nova Scotia. %

It is proposed  to make this line from Bangor to
Halifex of four hundred and eighteen miles under
one company, and for that purpose to get coneur-
rent charters in Maine, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia. Maine has already ted the necessary
charter, with a capital of $15,000,000, and the plan
is to adopt the same charter in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, by asimple act constituting the Maine
company a corporation in each Province.

Tﬂe Legislatures of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia are e ted to assemble in January next.
Between Portland and Montreal the line of railway
is in rapid progress at each end, and will be com-
pleted in October, 1852.

The completion of the two lines from Portland
and Montreal, and from Portland to Halifax, will
bring the Upper and Lower British' Provinces into
connexion with ‘each other, and with the whole
Union, introducing great changes in the social and
commercial arrangement of the Northern States and
British Provinces.

The annexed communication was received some
time ago, when the erowded state of our columms
excluded it and a great many others from insertion.
It still ‘possesses interest for the facts which it
states :

The Constitutional Right to reclaim Fugilives

Jfrom labor not practically abrogated as al-

leged.

Mesars. EniTons : We do not believe that a correct repre-
sentation was made of the public opinion of the North on the
subject of the duty enjoined by the constitution of delivering
up fogitive slaves on the oceasion of a recent debate in the
House of Representatives. A member from Georgis, on the
13th of December, is reported to have said :

“A great constitutional right, which was declared by a
distinguished Northern Justice of the Bupreme Court (Judge
Baldwin) to be the corner-stone of the Union, and without
which he avers, in a judicial decision, it would never have
been formed, Aas already ] been abrogated in all
of the non-slaveholding s—I mean the right to reclaim
fugitivee from lJabor.”

In reply to this statement, 1 wish to recur to a case decided
in this State about a year ago, by which certain parties from
Kentucky recovered before the United States Court the sum
of two thousand dollars sgainst one of the persons implicated,
a citizen of Marshall, Michigan, The jury brought in this
verdict pursuant to the constitution, and the money was
paid.  Does this look like an ** abrogstion” of the right re-

forred to? Moreover, the writer of this communication met
this individaal on & steamer upon the Lakes last autumn. A
large number of Northern gentlemen, psssengers on the boat,
(many of them gentlemen of great intelligence, ) were discuss-
ing this sabject of the duties of the North towards our South-
era brethren, and I am happy to say that the hero of the
Marsball affair appeared to be almost (if not entirely) alone
upon this question. 'We are of opinion that the sacred obli-
gations of the constitation which influenced the decision of
the jury above referred to, and which were fully assented to
by the passengerson that boat, (men of various professions,
oocupations, and places of residence, ) are in liké manner recog-
nized by the great body of well disposed citizens at the North.
‘Thus injustice is done by assertions of the character above
quoted, calling in question the loyalty uof the North to the
eonstitution. Such wverments are calculated unduly to in-
flame pablic opiaion st the South, and it is proper that they
should be reminded of the facts berein alluded to. The
country is looking with great interest to the deliberations of
the present Congress, and the people expect that such wisdom
and moderation will characterize its action ss will lead 1o the
preservation of the Union. Micaieax, 1850.

It will be remembered that the Hon. Bxre Banrow, while
American Chargé d"Affaires in Chili, married a lady of high
standing in that country. She came with him to the United
States, and took up her residence st New Orleans smid a
large circle of loving and sdmiring fiiends. From the papers
of Friday'we regret 10 seo that bér life bas been suddenly
terminated by the cholera. Bhe disd on the L4th instant,

LAYING DOWN THE LAW.

FROM THE PITTSBURGH DAILY GAZETTE.

'Jupee Grizr anp THE Fueimive Svave Bmr.
At the opening of the United states Circuit Court,
on Tuesdsy morning last, Judge Grier announced
the appointment by the Court of Samuel E. Hench,
Esq. of Juniata county, Adolphus D. Wilson, Esq.
of Lycoming county, and J. B. Sweitzer, Esq. of
Alleghany county, as Commissioners of the Court;
and at the same time took oceasion to request the
members of the bar present and others to recom-
mend to him gentlemen in the neighboring coun-
ties who were competent and willing to perform
the duties of the office. He said that the late act
of Congress concerning fugitives from labor had
imposed it as a duty upon the Court 1o make such
appointments in places where their services were
y to be needed. That he was much grieved to
find that some who had heretofore been appointed
to this office had been compelled by threats and
denuneiations, through fear of injury to their pro-
fession, property, or persons, to refuse the execu-
tion of the authority conferred upon them. He did
not mean®o censure any who, under such circum-
stances, had felt unwilling to run the risk of injury
or odium ifi the service of their country. But he would take
this occasion to observe that the time had come when those
who professed obedience to the Jaws—who were desirous of
the prosperity of this Union—who were anxious: to avoid
disunion and civil war with all its horrors, must take their
stand, and no longer shrink from their ‘duty as good citizens.
Heretofore those who bad been accustomed to hold their
meetings and conventiops to howl forth curses and depuncis-
tion sgainst the institutionsof the country, both civil and eccle-
siastical, had been reated sa harmless fanstics—with pity, if
not'contempt. But when their railing and vituperation were
becoming successful as means of intimidation against the
honest and sane portion of the community—when mobs of
negroes were urged on 10 madnees, and counselled to arm
themeelves for the purpose of rebellion sgainst the laws, and
were hounded on to murder its officers—such diseased mem-
bers of the body politic could no longer be treated with con-
tempt or indifference. And while on this subject, he would
sy that this city, which contsins so many excellent and valu-
able citizens, whom he had long esteemed and respected, has
been the subject of much libel and slander abroad, false and
unfounded, as he would fondly believe. He referred not to
the standizg and jest of our peculiar taste with regard to the
place from which we selected our Chief Magistrate, (Joseph
Barker,) but to amuch more serious accusation affecting some
of our most honored and respected citizens. 'Was it possible
that such men, possessing property, character, and the repu-
tation of sanity, could so far have forgotten their duty as
christians and citizens as to be found haranguing large as-
semblies of negroes and others, urging them to arm themselves
to oppose the execution of the laws with violence and to mur-
der its officers 7 Did such persons not know that those who
exhort others to commit murder are themselves scceasories to
the murder ; that those who urge others unto a treasonable
opposilion to their Government are themselves traitors iy

If a poor negro, driven to madness by such harangues,
should murder an officer of the law, must he be hanged, and
his white adviser go clear ! Such would not be found to be
the law, and it cerlainly would not be justice. He would
say that if the addresses imputed to certain of our citizens
were not grossly misstated and exaggerated, (as he believed
and hoped they were,) they may be thankful that the ne-
groes, either through a want of opportunity or the possession
of more prudence and honesty than their white advisers, bave
not followed their wicked advice ; for if they had, he should
probably have had more peinfal duties to perform with regard
to them, and which he hoped by these remaiks to avert in
fature ; otherwise they' might rely on it that those who'op-
posed the execution of the laws with' violence and bicodshed
should most assuredly be punished ; and those who recklessly
advised and tempted them to their ruin, should share in
their punishment, let their wealth and standing in the com-
munity be what it might. In conclusion, the Judge ex-
pressed a hope that' the commissioner appointed by the Court
would, when called upon to execute the law, do it with im-
partiality and firmness, regardless of threals and denun-
cialions. N,

i Barrinong, Novemazr 25.

A Livxen—Quick Worx.—On Saturday last Messrs.
Fardy & Auld launched from their ship-yard; on the south
side of the basin, a clipper fore-topesil schooner of .one hun-
dred and thirty tons burden, of besutiful model and finish.
She was built for and under the superintendence of Captain
Francis Neill, and is 85 feet in length on deck, 32 feet beam,
and 8 feet hold. Bhe is designed to go to the Pacific. She
is entirely painted, and ready to receive spars and rigging.
What is remarkable about this schooner, and evidences the
facilities afforded in Baltimore for the construction of vessels,
is that she was contracied to be built in sixty days. At the
time of the contract not a particle of muterial was ready or
engaged, yet all the material was puichased, including every
thing used on the schooner, and worked, and the schooner
Isunched in tye short space of fwenly-nine working days.
This is said to be the shortest time on record for such a feat.
She was not thrown together, but will challenge inspection,
whether material or workmanship is considered.—Sun.

Navar.—The United Btates ship Vincennes, WirLian
L. Hupsox commander, sailed from San Francisco on the
14th of Oclober for Callao and Valparaiso, having on board
$350,000 in gold dust and specie, on mercantile account.

The United States sloops of war Plymouth snd Marion
were at Hong Kong on the 18th of August ; officers and
crew all well.

We learn from the Fairmount (Va.) Banner that several
failures have occurred among the contractors on the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad in that quarter. The Banner says : * The
effect has operated severely against numbers of the hard-work-
ing laborers, as well as others who trusted them. Three of
the contractors have left for parts unknown.”

Breanez Puxxomemon.—An English brig, the Ellen
Anne, was lately struck by a meteoric stone while in the
British channel: The report was like a musket charge, and
the planking of the deck was torn up and perforated in seve-
ral places as if by musket shots. No signs of a thunder
storm were to be seen or heard, though the day was dull and
lowering, with a fresh breeze. The occurrence is said to be
very rare in the British channel, though frequent up the
Mediterranean.

The Wilmington (Del.) Republican states that a gentle-
man of that city, suspecting that some one had occasienally
committed depredations on his flowers, had a gun placed in a

ition that any one opening the door would diecharge it.
It seems that he was not mistaken in his suspicicns, as a little
before day on Saturdsy momning the gun was discharged,
and a man living in the eastern portion of the city was slight-
ly if not severely wounded.

Rervamine Cavirorxiaws.—The steamers Crescent
City and Pacific found on the Isthmus aboat one thousand
from California waiting for a chance to get home.
Q:m E red and fifty were taken on board the Cresent City
and five hundred on board the Pacific, a steamer aboot the
size of the Admirsl. On the Pacific they were absolutely
Eded in bulk, and for nearly one day before reaching
avana were without provisions snd water. Of the Cres-
cent City's passengers, who arrived at New York on Thurs-
duy night, « number aresick of Chagres fever ; others, worn
out with their hardships in California, are not only sick, but
absolutely penniless, snd will have to depend upon the charity
of strangers for means to reach their various homes. One or
two reached this city [Boston] this morning, having received
a freo passage by the Blonington route. One young man
who arrived this morning was unable to walk, had scarcely a
decent suit of clothing, and not a cent in his pocket. He had
not the least idea as to how he should get to-day, or a
chance to reach home. Of all the Crescent City’s passen-
gers, perhaps not more than twenty or thirty have gained any
thing by their California trip, while hundreds of others have
not only lost their all, but are also ruined in constitution.
[Boston Transcript.

A Pxo Lowsn I—Various illustrations of the facility with
which a perpendicular line may be changed into a horizontal
witnessed in our streets -this morning, where
been' made to wash the sidewalks while the

below the freezing

sged twenty-eight years.— Mobile Register.

CABE OF THE MARSHAL IN BOSTON,

Orrice or Arronnsy Geuxnar,
Novamsss 25, 1850.

To rux Prusinxyr : As requested by you, I have carel
fully examined all the papers placed in my hands relating to
made sgainst Caanixs Drvens, Esq., the Marsha-

complaints
of the Massachusetls district, for alleged neglect and derelic-

tion of duty in failing to execute a warrant which came to his
hands for the arrest of William Crafis, a fugitive slave.
These papers, consisting chiefly of the affidavits of Mr.
Devens, the marshal, his deputy, Mr. P. Riley, Jamés Dick-
son, George T. Curtis, Esq., and Willis H. Hughes, agent
for the owner of the slave, with letters from Mr. Fay and
Mr. Curtis, are berewith retuined. Having perused them
with care, and certainly without any biss or prepossessiati in
favor of the marshal or his deputy, I must say that, though I
can bee no evidence of any particular activity and energy on
their pait, it seems o me there does not sufficiently appeur
any cause for the censure of their conduct or the removal of
the marshal from office. A more commendable activity and
energy might probably have been exerted by them ; but they
seem to have acled, to a considerable extent, upon consulta-
tion and in concert with Mr. Hughes, the agent for the owner
of the fugitive, and what might otherwise appear to be blame=
able in them may have been the result of that consultation
and concerl. In this uncertain state of the case, the declara~
tion made by Mr. Hughes, st the conclusion of the transace
tion, that he “*had no complaints to make sguinst them,” or
words to that effect, is entitled to and has had some influence
on my judgment.
If 1 could have discovered any satisfactory evidence of the
peglect or evasion of duty by these officers, in this case, it
would have been no less consonant with my feelings than
with my judgment to have recommended their instant dismis-
sion from the public service.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c.
J. J. CRITTENDEN.
-——-*—_—ll

SLAVES UNWILLING TO BE FREE.

PROM TRE MEMPHIS (TENN.) BAGLE.

Some time since Mr. Jowxs, a planter residing near the
edge of the boundary line of this county, died, and by his will
se! his slaves free. They number about eighty. His brother,
Chamberlin Jones, Esq., who was charged with seeing the
will properly executed, took the most intelligent of the negro
men, and with him to lilinoie, and there -Ieetes a
Jarge and valuable tract of land on which to locate the freed

negroes.

On his return be discovered that they manifested some un-
willingness to go ; but apprehending that this feeling was tran-
sitory, and intent upon carrying out the last wishes of his
deceased brother, he brought them to this city, on their way
to the selected settlement. The boat which was to car
them was at our wharf, the passage of the negroes en
and they themselves were assembled to proceed on board. At
this jancture the negroes all gathered around Mr. Jones, and
E‘luded so long and earnestly for permission to remain that

was finally moved by their entreaties, He warned them
that if they remained they would have to return to their cusio-
mary round of duties under the overseer. They immediataly
and unanimously resolved that this was exactly what they
desired.

He urged them to go and be free as their late master had
willed them, but was finally compelled toaccede to their earn-~
est protestalions and appeals. He no sooner announced his
acquiescence in their wish than tho rejoiced darkies broke sut
into cheers, turned their team homewards, and trooped out of
Memphis as jolly a crowd as was ever seen. We nnderstand
that they had grand rejoicings on their arrival at their homes,
and that they are now at work as busy and'cheerful as bees.

Tre NasuviLLe ConvenTtioN.—This body has
happily turned out to be a very harmless humbug,
inasmuch as it has exemplified the course of the
King of France, who,

————*with forty thousand men,
Marched up the hill, and then marched down sgain.”

The members will have the satisfaction, in their
retirement, of knowing that their efforts to render
themselves ridiculous have been crowned with per-
fect success.—Pelersburg (Va.) Intelligencer.

Georae T. Bioerow has been appointed a Judge
of the Supreme Court of the State of Massachu-
setls, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the decease
of Judge WiLpE, '

The model of the first steamboat (built by Jonn
Frrcn) was discovered a few days ago.in the gar-
ret of the late residence of Colonel KirBovrnE, a
brother-in-law of John Fitch, near the town of Co-
lumbus, in Ohio. It has been in the possession of
Col. K. more than thirty years, 1Tt is thus described
in a letter to the Cincinnati Commercial :

““It is about two feet long, and set upon wheels, The
boiler is abeut a foot long and eight inches in diameter, with
a flue through it, not quite in the centre, into which the fire
sppears to have been placed. The cylinder stands perpen-
dicular, and the framework that sopports it is not unlike that
now used by some of the low pressure boats'on Lake Erie.
There is a paddle wheel on each side, and, in fact, every
thing appearsto be complete, with the ion of a condenser
and force-pump. The boiler is even supplied with a safety-
valve, though part of it has been broken off.” ;

Col. CuarLEs May, fcrmerly in command of the
Barracks at Carlisle, (Pa.) arrived at that place
from Santa Fe on Tuesday morning, and was
warmly welcomed by hosts of his old friends, who,
antieipating his arrival, met him at the depot.  The
Colonel looks well, though somewhat reduced in
flesh from sickness and the hardships of a cam-
paign in New Mexico.

Tue Exprosion Aot CoNsTANTINOPLE.—Private
letters from Constantinople contain the following
paragraph : ¢ The Captain Pasha’s ship of 100
guns, lz'ing at anchor in the Golden Horn, blew up
at 10 o’clock on the morning of the 23d of Oetober,
and out of a crew of about 700 men, only ten are
reported to have escaped.”

Arkansas Leemsrature,—This body organized
on the 4th instant, in the House by electing Major
T. B. Frournoy (Dem.) Speaker; in the Senate,
Jonn H. Hawpron (Dem.) President. Governor
Roane's message is ultra on slavery.

Dearn or Garrer D. Warr.—Gen. Garret 1.
Wall, United States Senator from New Jersey dur-
ing Gen. Jackson’s term, died on Friday night, at
his residence in Burlington, N, J. His disease was
dropsy on the chest.

A Pursioroeicat Facr.—A surgeon in the United States
army recently desired to know the most common cause of en-
listments. By permission of the captain of the company,
containing fifty-five, in a pledge pever to disclose the name of
any officer or private, except as a physical fact, the true his-
tory was of every man.  On investigation, it appears
that nine-tenths enlisted on sccount of some female difficulty;
thirteen of them had changed their names ; and forty-three
were either drunk or partially so at the time of their enlist-
ment. Most of these were men of fine talents and learning,
and about one-third had once been men in elevated stations
of life s four hed been lawyers, three doctors, and two minis-
ters. The experimenter believes if it were not for his pledge
of secrecy, that this would be as interesting s history, and
would exhibit the frailty of human nature as fully, as any ex-
periments ever made on the subject of the passions. ’

TO THE OLD SOLDIERS AND THUSE OF
MORE RECENT SERVICE.
ICHARD POLLARD proposes to obtain warrants for
your land under the late law of Congress.

e will be moderate in his charges for such services, viz :
5 per cent. commission, ing the amount at the Govern-
ment minimum $1.25 per acre.

He will mention that he served in the army during
the last war with England, as this fact may be a recommenda-
tion of employment to his brother soldiers or their represen-
tatives who are entitled to bounty lands.

Letters addressed to him, postage paid, will meet with
prompt attention.
His post office is Warren, Albemarle county, Virginia.
nov 18—wdwep

NCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPERIMENTAL Philo-
sophy, muagnetism, electro-magnetism, eleotricity,
vanism, heat, &miwm, &eo. by Blﬂo'.l{lo‘t(.
il;unn, hl.rvzy.ﬂd 1 volume, quarto, maoy engrav-

g..ydopadilﬂf Mechanieal Philosophy, mechanics, Hy-

drodynamics, Pneumatics, ke, b
John H:-:Ml. and olkﬂ,ﬁlsm I: me:ummr&:

many engravings.
Gwilt’s of
s ““,.‘mmkdmﬂ 1 volume, oetavo,
1 ootavo,
g o e o s coring L o s
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S ——
Mz. CLAY'S SPEECH AT FRANKFORT.

Kenrvoxy LrcisLatore.—Harr or RePRESENTA-
Tives, Novemser 15, 1850.

Mr. Pawnx, from the commitiee appointed to wait on the

Hon. Hzwax Crav, end iovite him to visit the Legislature

on this day, st 12 o'clock, reported that the committes had

performed that duty, snd that Mr. Crax responded that it

would afford him great plessure, and that at the designated

hour he would visit the Legislature, in the Hall of Repre-

sentatives.

At 13 o'clock, the Suxarx, preceded by the officers of that

body, entered the Hall, and the commiltée of invitation, sc-

companied by the Hon. Hxwzr Crav, appeared.

On Mr. Crax’s being introduced by the chairman of the

commitiee—

Mr. Bpealier Jonxstox addressed him as follows :

of your early and successful labors for the ity and hap-

r'dlb_ to iotroduce you to the sons and
escendants of many of your co-laborers in this fleld of your
usefulness,

proaperity and ber

To those labors Kentucky is indebted for her
A oirs SMHMIL] o s st eposed

“ ays ol to the trusts in you by the peo-
ple of this great commonwealth, when dangers tluulo':od
they found you the fearless defender of the Oonstitution and
the rights:of the people. Permit me, sir, to tender you the
high appeeciation of the members of this body of your suc-
cessfnl efforts, as their representative in' the National Councils,
for the suceess of thoss measures which, we hope, will give
m‘ X to the country, and bind in en indissoluble

our glorions Confederacy. To you, sir, to the Ken-
tucky dele in Congress, to the distinguished Senators
Wanerss, Dicxixsos, Cass, Foorr, and others, Kentucky,
yes, sir, America, owes a debt of gratitude.”

Mr. Crax replied as follows:

Mr. Spéaker and Genllemen of the General Assembly :
In myself before you, in conformity with the reso-
lution of the House of Reprdsentatives and the invitation re-

s from the commiittee, I bave first to perform the

 duty of tenderiog an ! nfm,‘mnﬁmndm'-
knowledgments and my grateful for the distinguished
awarded by yoli to the Kentueky delegation, to the pa-
\and eminent Senators of the United States, to other
members of Congress, and to myself, who co-operated at the
late session of Congress in the adoption of measures having
for their object the harmony, tranquillity, and preservation of
the Union of our country,  And to you, Mr. Speaker, I owe
especially an expression of my for the eloguent
and complimeniary terms in which, as the organ of the
House, you haw been pleased to allude to my public services
on this and other: theatres.. In the absence of those' whom
you have so highly honored, in association with me, I feel
quite sure that in assuming to present for them their respect-
ful thanks, whith they could so much better do were they
ml here, I shall have the cordial approbation of their
. Heretofore I have frequently received gratifying tes-
timonies of the wn@demmd attachment of my countrymen;

i

but they were confined to the party of which I'was
a member. gives extraordinary and inexpressible va-
lue to this is that it has been dictated by no party

but is he voluntary offering of my fellow-citizens,

of both political parties, who unanimously passed the resolu-
i ioh jought us together.
The last sessipn of Congress opened under the most low-.

ering. and unf suspices, The public mind had been
groatly -ﬂ:lad, and divided upon subjects connect-
ed with inditation of slavery, I had witnessed other

periods of gréat pontestand sgitation. In the case of the ad-
mission of Missduri the whole nation was greatly convulsed,
and there was justcause of serious .Er!h-m for the safet

of the Union. [n theinatance also of the appn.imnofmi
Cerolina to the fariff, in 1832, 1833, there was great danger
of a civil war with that Biate which might, in certain events,
have spread to =4 iding Btates. But what peculiarly distin-

i the latestruggle was that, far more than on any former
occasion, was the sentiment avowed, not merely of the existence
of danger to thy Union, but we heard, in various guarters,
an open and undisguised declaration of a neceseity and desire
for ils dissolution. ' Webehald, too, what we had never be-
fore seen in = time of the sssemblage of a sectional
convention of delegates; the tendency of which was to break
up the .

Ph!r. Speaker; in common with others, I had foreseen the
dark and gathering storm. The perhaps presumptuous hope
that I might, under the blessing of Providence, be an humble
instrument in amisting to 'allsy it, constituted s principal mo-
tive with me for returning to public life. Long before the
meeting of Congress, and during the earlier part of the ses-
sion, it engeged almost exclusively all my most anxious

ts.. ' The result of my reflections was that series of re-
solutions which I presented to the Benate of the United States
in February last. My desire was to embrace all the subjects
of agitation arising out of the institution of slavery, and to
leave nons for future agitation, and, if possible, to set-
tle them in & just and honorable manner, as to both the con-
tending parties. How these resolutions were received, op-
posed, and discussed on their first presentation, it is not ne-
cessary to state. Subsequently a committes of thirteen was
appointed by the Senate, charged with the duty of consider-
ing all the subjects. The committee reported, and their va-
rious measures varied but inconsiderably from the resolutions
which T had previously offered. '

Those different measures were, the admission of California
a8 o Btate into the Union ; the establishment of Territorial
Governments for New Mexico and Utah, wit:nul. l:;d Wil-
mot proviso ; proposals to Texas for fixing her boondary ;
more efficacious provisions for the recovery of fugitive slaves;
and the abolition of the slave-trade in the District of Colum-
bis: | When the message of the President, recommending
the admission. of Califernia into the Union, was first present-
od, mot emtertaining myself a particle of doubt s to the pro-
priety of its sdmission, end not being aware of the great and
extensive opposition existing amongst the Bouthern members
of Congress against it, I was in favor of its immediate admis-
sion us a separate and distinct ‘measure. But, when I be-
come acquainted with that opposition, and ‘considering that
it was a mere question of form, I thought it best to unile it
with other kindred measures in one common bill.

' The admission of California was opposed, first, upon the
ground of its having constituted itself a Btate without the pre-
vious authority of Congress; and, secondly, because
the limits which it had' assumed for iteell were
deemed to be too large and extensive. We replied, as to the
first ground, that California was not the first State which had
been receited into the Union without the prior sanction of
‘Congrees, but that several other States had been so received;
thiat, although it was most regular that Congress should give
its previous sscent, that that was a matter not depending
upon the conatitution, but was within the sound discretion of

gress, that, in the case of the other States, there was
less' ground for the course which they took, because they were
living under the blessings of law and order, 'and Territorial

Govetnments estublished for them by Congress ; and that, in
the case of California, owing to divisions in Congress upon
the subject of the Wilmot proviso, that body had been not
only tinable to give its assent to the formation of a State in
Oliﬁmh, but had totally failed to perform the high and im-

ive dyty of establishing a Territorial Government for
"Eiﬁ:mll- It bad left Qalifornia withoat law, without or-
der, without Government, in a state almost of perfect anar-
chy. [Insuch an abandoned condition the people of Cali-
fornia had a right, as any ratienal community vpon earth
would have bsd a right, to institute government for them-
selves, and to establish law und order. As to the extent of
the territorial limits of California, we all felt that they were
quita large, and if they could have been reformed without re-
jecting the State and remanding it back intoa Territerial con-
dition, perhaps some modification weuld buve been made in
the limits. But, large as they are, it is not believed that they
embrace any thing like ss much arable land ss is contained
in several of the States of the Union; and comprebensive as
those limits are, they are not as extensive as those of Texas,
which would have been made still larger, if they could have
accomplished it, by some of the very members who objected
to the size of California.

Prior to the last session of Congress, at the preceding ses-
sion, and even no longer than twelve months ago, the great
effort of the South was to avoid the Wilmot proviso being
engrafied on territorial billa. It was that odious restriction
which created the greatest complaint, and occasioned the most
excitement and agitation at the South. Well, the committee

rted territorial bills for New Mexico and Uiah without

the proviso. The SBouth triumphed—triumphed by the liberal,

magnanimous, and patriotic aid of Northern members. It is
true that whilst the honor of the Bouth, in that respect, is
perfectly preserved, she may never enjoy the privilege of
tra ing slaves to either California, New Mexico, or
Utah. But if she never can, whose fault is it 7 Not that of
Congress, which has cautiously abstained from all prohibi-
tion, and has adopted the principle of non-intervention. It
has left New Mexico and Utah perfectly free, when they come
respectively 10 form for themselves State Governments, to ad-
mit or uo‘:de slavery as they shall deem best for their own
bappiness ; and, whether admitted or excluded by their con-
stitutions, upon their b:ﬂ presented for admission into the
Union, they are to be ved as members of the Confede-
racy. In regard to Californis, she, by her constitution, and
not Congress, bas excluded slavery. The vote of her Cop-
vention interdicting it was unanimous, nearly one-third of
the Delegates themselves being from slaveholding States. In
s0 deciding fot themeelves they acted in perfect conformity

wilhmmwlnndplid theory and practice which has
over in this country, and in entire sccordance with

the b Bouthern sat 1 ask, theo, if there is blame,

who is to be ached for the exclusion of slavery in Cali-
foroia, New Mexico, and Uah? Not Congress, most ae-
suredly. The reproaches must be directed aguinat the peo-

which our deliberations was that of the boundary of
Texas. Thiee different opinionsin regard to it prevailed and
were numbers. According to one,

entertained by respectable
the western limit of Texas was the Nueces, and did not ex-
tend beyond it.  Another opinion maintained thatit stratched
beyond the Nueces to the Rio del Norte, and up that river
from its mouth to the soutbern line of New Mexico. The
third opinion held that it embraced the whole country east of
the Rio del Norte, from its mouth to its head, including
nearly all of New Mexico. All these opinions were main-
tained wilh great plausibility, if not shility. The Bouthern
members, almost unanimously, and with great zeal and earn-
estness, urged the last opinion. It sppesred to me that if ever
there was a case upon esrth in which a disputed boundary
should be settled and amicably adjusied by compromise, that
of Texas was one. We offer, it is true, a very large sum of
money, ten millions of dollars, for the exclusion of New
Mezico from ber limits ; but then we were previously bound,
to the extent of nearly one-half that sum, to the creditors of
Texas, in consequence of the United States baving, in virtue

those creditors. Texas, therefore, does not, in ‘fact, receive
more than about five millions of dollars for the r

of ber territorial claim. [ voted with great pleasure
lpmlhlinndlhm.hnmlhopdndhﬁ-udh
would be honestly and bona fide applied to the extinction
her public debt and to her consequent relief
ary embarrassment. And, Mr. Bpeaker, I wish that we
some legitimate ground (I lament we have no
ground) to advance to every debtor Btate in the Union a
sufficient to pay all its debts, and  to restore its
ever that credit has been tarnished: We are all
one glotious Gmﬂu‘ﬂnn.wd!:nldhm
see every Siate standing upright and honorably in
ral Confederacy, and commanding the esteem, the
und the approbation of the whole world. = If any one
set unworthily in reference 10 her poblie debt, her
brings more or less reproach upon the whole Confederacy.
I will at present ssy uothing (I may hereafter have occa~
sion to say something) in respect to the: fugitive slave bill,
except that it was the aim of the provisions which are em-
bodied in it to give fair, full, and efficacious effect to the con-
stitutional provision for the surrender of fugitives. No one
was hardy enough, upon the figor of the Senate, to deny the
right of the owner of the fugitive slave, in virtue of the con-
stitution, to have his restored to-him, The only dif-
erence of opinion was as lo the mode of effecting that ob
But the momentthe constitutional right is conceded, every thi

‘is yielded ; for all will admit that a constitational duty on

the part of Congress should be faithfully and effectually, and

not illusively and inadequately performed. The last of the

measures in the series was that of abolishing the slave trade

in the District of Columbis. That trade had lost much of its

extent by the retrocession to Virginia of that portion: of the

District lying south of the Polomac and by other events. It

was reduced, I think [ was: informed, to a single prison or
depot in which: slaves were deposited. Those slaves were
not bought in the District, but were brought chiefly from

Maryland and Virginis into the District. It was a tradein

which the inhabitants of the District had no sort of interest;'
on the contrary they wished it abolished. Southern gentle-

men, years and years sgo, bad expressed the opinion that it

ought to be abolished. - It sometimes exhibited the institation

of slavery in one of its most painful and unpleasant forms. I

have myself seen, not ofien nor lately, gangs of slaves chain-

ed together driven throngh Pennsylvania avenue. . And what

humane person can contem, such a le ‘without

painful feelings ? The existence of the trade gave rise to great

clamor and great exaggeration at the North.. Why should it

be continued in the District! Why not let the trader, if he

chooses 10 continue to prosecute his business, go to Alexan-

dris, to Richmond, to Annspolis, or to Baltimore ! If the'
States of Virginis and Maryland will not aliow him to go
there, that isjno resson why: he should be tolerated in the Dis-
trict. It was within the clear and' indisputable power of Con-
gress to abolish: the trade. - In putting an end to it Congress
has done nomore than Kentucky hasdone in forbiddi

in slaves as merchandise—than the State of Mississippi has
done which inserted in her constitution a similar prohibition—
than many other slaveholding States have done. The law
which was passed does not touch or affect in the slighest de-
gree the inatitution of slavery as it exists within the District.
It does not prevent the inhabitants of {he District from selling
or otherwise alienating their slaves. It does not prevent them
even from going out of the District, purchasing slaves, and
bringing them within it for their own use. The law wasa
mere regulation of police, called for by all the considerations
which can unite in the passage of any law, and in which,
in the absence of all passion, excitement, and agitation, all
impartisl men would concur.

g.nch.l{r- Speaker, is a brief account of the system of
measures recommended by the committee of thirteen. That
commiltee thought it expedient 10 unite in one bill all those
kindred mensures which related to our recent territorial acqui-
sitions. They thought ihat, considering the actual state of
opinion in Congress, it was best so to unite them. When
thus combined each party would see what it gained and what
it lost, and would be sure that in the passage of the common
measure it would find its Josses compensated by its gains.
Moreover, there was unhappily & distrust engendered between
the parties as to what might bo the result if the several mea-
sures were se y proposed. One said to the other, if
we pass what you want, having got it, you will afierwards re-
fuse to give us what we want. By the combination of the mea-
sures each party would see and know the exactextent of what
it conceded, and what was conceded to it, and, being once
passed, there would be no risk of bad faith. The friends of
the compromise were in favor of sll the measures, either in
the sggregate orin detail. Wedded to no matter of mere form,
actuated by no pride of opinion, they were animated with no
other desire than the peace and harmony of the whole eoun-
try. The opponents of the eompromise, whih some excep-
tions, were ageinst ihe measures in the aggregate and in de-
lail, and their objection, therefore, to their union was not the
true and real objection. But for their indiscreet and bitter
opposition the ompibus would bave passed months before the
separate bills passed. Happily the whole system of measures,
as originally proposed, finally prevailed in both Houses of

3 The propriety of the union of some of them was
demonstrated in the House of Representatives by the fact that
when the Texes boundary question was presented as a sepa-
rate measure, it was rejected by a majority of more than foity,
and when afterwards it was united with the bill for establish-
ing aTerritorial Government for New Mexico, without the Wil-
mot proviso, it was carried by a decisive majority.

And now, Mr. Speaker, let us for a moment pause, and
consider what ate the actual losses and guins by the two sec-
tions of the Union in the of this system of measures.
I think that as to Californis, neither party, so far as the action
of Congress is concerned, can be truly said to have gained or
lost. What hes been done there has been done by a compe-
tent and admitted aothority, without the interposition of Con-
gress. As to the Territories of New Mexico and Utab, the
wishes of the Bouth have prevailed ; the Wilmot proviso has
been repudiated ; and, although I do not believe that slavery
will be tolerated in either of them, both are allowed to admit
or exclude it according to their own pleasure. In regard to
the Texas boundary, the South has been rendered secure in
all the territory lying west of the Nueces, and extending fto
the Rio del Norte, and up thst river from its mouth to the
southern line of New Mexico, as an area for slavery, which
had been before disputed and controverted. The South gets
an effective provision for the restoration of fugitive slaves.
The South, | think, will be quieted on the sutject of the sgi-
tation of slavery in the District of Columbia, by the abolition
of the odious slave trade in that Disirict—a messure equally
demanded, in my humble opinion, by the honor, the dignity,
and the true interests of both the South and the North.

Will that system of measures allay excitement and agita-
tion, and pacify, tranquillize, and harmonize the couniry !
I hope, trust, and believe it will. At all events, the field
of excitement aud agitation has been greatly circumscribed.
No longer can California be a theme to create division amongst
us, She is now an admitted member of this Union, and can
no more be put out of it than Kentucky or Virginia or any other
Btate can be put out of it. No longer can the Wilmot pro-
viso be insisted upon, to be engrafied upon the Territorial Gov-
ernments of New Mexico and Utah ; for I venture to predict
that if any attempt be made to fasten that proviso upon those
Governments, it will be resisted by s decisive if not indignant
majority in one or both Houses of Congress. No longer can
the subject of the Texas boundary be one of agitation and
controversy ; for, from afl that | have heard, the people of
Texas themselves, who had the undoubted right to decide
for themselves whether (hey would sccept or reject
the proposals of Congress, have, as I never doubted they
would, consented to those proposals. As to the slave
trade bill in the District of Columbia, the North, I presume,
will hardly attempt a repeal of that, and I confidently antici-
pate that no such attempt will be seriously made on the part
of the South. In respect to slavery within the District of
Columbis, which is dying a natural death rapidly, I think we
may confidently hope for freedom from all disturbance on that
sccount.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, I trust and believe that of all the nu-
merous threatening topics connected with slavery at the com-
mancement of the late session of Congress, one only remains
to create interest and solicitude, and that is the fugitive slave
bill. Narrowed down to that single ground, the slaveholding
Btates will occupy the vantage position. The constitution is
with them, the law is with them, the right is with them ;
and, if its execution shall be or attempled to be

thwaried by foree, that Btate makes such an opposition

will place iteell clearly, manifestly, and iadisputably in ﬂul

up strife and
slaveholding States the spirit
of discord and disunion is busily engaged in its unpatriotic
wm:.. Bn:h! m;de:n.ly "::me that all thess mad effufis
wi put down by the intelligence, the patriotism, snd the
love of union of the people of the various slaveholding States.
And bere, Mr, Speaker, let us make a momentary inquiry
as 1o what would have been the condition of the parts of the
Confederacy on the subject of slavery, if ily i
been dirsevered. i i
drawn between the slaveholding and non-slavebolding States,
sll north of the States of Maryland and Virginis, and all nerth
of the Ohio river, would have become a foreign, independent,
and sovereign Power. Contrast, if you please, our present con-
dition with whatit would bave been that order of things.
At present we have a right, if any sleve escapes from his service,
bLnlndNunrmd«. We have a right to take the con-
stitution and the law in our band, and to require the sarren-
der. I do not believe that there will be any open and forcible
resistance to the execution of the law. 'T'he people of
North bave too strong a sense of the propriety of
obedience to the law for that. But, if there be any such
sistance, we have a right to invoke the employment of
part of the militia of the United States, or the army or
navy of the United States to enforce the execution of
law. And, although I have no suthority to commit President
Fillmore to any specific line of duty, I have known him long,
well, and intimately, and I feel entire confidence in him ssa
man of ability, and of honesty, and of patriotism, who will
perform his duty, and his whaie duty, in seeing to the faithfal
execution of the laws of the land, to which I pledge the sup-
port of the utmost of my poor sbility. In the existing state
of things, we doubtless shall not recover all our fugitive slaves
that escape.  We shall, however, recover some; and the
courts and juries in the free Btates have demonstrated their
readiness to give, by their verdicts snd judgments, ample in-
demnity against those who entice, seduce awsy, and
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of the Confederacy? Then we would not bave s right to
demand a solitary slave that might escape beyond the Obio
into what would then be a foreign Power. If all the slaves
of Kentucky, in that contingency, were to fide beyond the
Ohio'river, we would not have a right to demand one of them.
In the absence of extradition treaties (and no such: treaties
would ever be concluded in respect to slaves) we should have
no right to demand s surrender of one of them. Nothing is
clearer in the whole public law of nations than that one in-
dependent foreign Power is not bound to sorrender u fugitive
who takes refuge in the dominions of another independent
foreign Power. We bave recently seen this great interns-
tional principle acted upon by the Bultan of Turkey in the
case of Kossuth and his Hungarian compatriots, who took
refuge in the Bultan’s dominions ; and his refusal to sur-
render them, upon the demand  of Russia and Austria, was
e?l.huintinlly- admired, spproved, and spplauded by all
[

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have the conatitution, the law, and
the clear right on our side. Dissolve the Confederacy, and
create new and i t ‘Powers, the law and the right
would be transferred from us to them.

I may be asked, as I have been asked, when I would con-
senttoa l:i;nluﬁgn of the Union !‘r! answer, never—never—
never ; use I can conceive of no hle contingency
that would make it for the interests and hp:;ii.nﬂul the peo-
ple to break up this glorious Confederacy. and to. separats, it
into bleeding spd belligerent parts. Show me, what 1 be-
lieve to be impossible to show me, that there will be greater
security for liberty, life, property, peace, and human haj
ness in the midst of jarring, jealous, and warring ind

North American Powers than under the eagle of the Union,
and | will conseat to its dissolution. I would yield to it if
Congress were to a er, which I am sure it never
will, to abolish slavery within the limits of the Siates ; for in
the contingency of such's usurpation:we should be in a bet-
ter condition' ss to slavery, as it would be, out of the
Union than in the Union.

Apprebensions have been entertained ,and expressed as to
the want, in future time, of territorial scope for the slave po-
pulation. Ibelieve thatat a very distant-day, not very likely
to occur in the or the next century, whenever the
vast unoccupied wastes in Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisians,
Alabama, Florida, and Texas shall become fully peopled,
slavery will bave reached its nstural termination. The den-
sity of population in the United States will then be so great
that there ‘will be such a redoction in the price and value of
labor as to ‘render it much cheaper to employ free than slave
labor; and slaves, becoming a burden to their owners, will be
voluntarily disposed of and allowed to go free. Then I
hope and believe, under the dispensations and blessings of
Providence, that the continent of Africa, by the system of
colonizetion, will be competent to receive from America sll
the descendants of its own race.

If the sgitation in regard (o the fugitive slave law should
continue and increase and become alarming, it will lead to the
formation of two new parties, one for the Union and the
other against the Union. Present parties have been created
by division of opinion a# to systems of nutional policy, as to
finance, free trade or protection, the improvement of rivers
and barbars, the distribution of the proceeds of the public
lands, &c. But these systems of policy, springing out of the
administration of the Government of the Union, lose all their
interest and importance if that Union is to be dissolved.
They sink into utter insignificance before the all-important,
pervasive, and parameunt interest of the Upion itself. 'And
the platform of that Union party will be, the Union, the Con-
stitution, and the enforcement of its laws. And if it should
be necestary to form such a party, and it should be accord-
ingly formed, [ snnounce myself, in this place, a member of
that Union party, whatever may be its compbhent elements.
Bir, I go further : I have had great hopes and in
the principles of the Whig party, as being most likely: to con-
duce to the honor, the prosperity, and the glory of my coun-
Ary. Butif it is to be merged into a contemptible abolition
party, and if abolitionism is to be engrafted on the Whig
créed, from that moment I renounce the party snd cesse to be
a Whig. [ go yet a step further: if [ am alive, I will give
my humble support for the Presidency to that man, o what-
over party he may belong, who is uncontaminated by, fanati-
cism, rather than to one who, erying out all the time and alond
that he is 8 Whig, maintains doctrines utterly subversive of
the Constitation and the Union.

Mr. Speaker, I spesk without reserve, and with entire free-
dom. If there be a man who treads the scil of this broad
earth that feels himeelf perfectly independent, I am that man.
I have no ambitious aspirations. I want no office, no station
in the gift of man. I would resign that which I bhold if I
thought I could do so at this time with honor. I want no
place whatever—I pardon, sir, there is one place only
which I desire, and that is a warm place in your hearts.

Oant of our late hun;i discussions and divi.ions one good
result has been prod The peopl , Whigs and
Democrate, bave been more thrown together in free and
friendly intercourse. Both have learned to »
other better. For myself, I say, alike with truth and
sure, that doring the late arduous and pretracted I
was in conference and consultation quite as often, if not of-
tener, with Democrats than Whigs ; and I found in the De-
mocratic party quite as moch patriotism, devotion to the
Union, honor, and probity, as in the other party.

ml}r. SPuEk’u, the State of Kentucky, although not one of

o largest Btates in point of lation, occupies a proud
and lofty position in the Uonﬁm . She was the
Biate in the settlement of this great valley. She is geograph-
ically not remote from the centre of the Union, to which she
has been always firmly aitached. The renown of her &
and the unecalculating gallantry of her people are
known and sdmitted. To every field of battle
reach, since the days of the revolution, her sons have
and poured out freely their patriotic blood. '
monument upon yonder hill overlooking this picturésque
ley, ®o creditable to the oe:li_plw for the besuty of its
design and the excellence of its chaste execution, attests their
glory and the sfflicting lose of their friends
Covered, as the column
heroic dead, let us cling to
space lefl upon the marble for ineeribing .
who way hereafter fall in fighting the battles of their com-
mon country. Whilst the Northwestern States, and Penn-
sylvania, and Virginis, and Teonessee, and Kentucky re-
main firm in their attachment to the Confederacy, no pre-
sumptuous hand will dare to attempt to draw successfully a
|I.II; of its separation.

n conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I renew an expression of m:
ul acknowledgments for the distinguished homor o,f
this occasion. It will form en epoch in my life, will be ever
cherished most gratefully in my memory, “and will be trans-
mitted to my descendants as a precious legacy 1o them.
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